Writing a Dissertation Introduction: Step by Step
The introduction is the first chapter of your dissertation and appears immediately after
the table of contents. It is important to attract the reader with a strong start. 





What Does an Introduction Include 

 

• Theme and context: what the reader needs to know in order to understand a
dissertation?

• Focus and scope: what particular aspect of the topic will you touch on?

• Relevance and importance: how does research fit into existing work on this topic?

• Questions and objectives: what is the research aimed at and how?

• Overview of the structure: how each chapter of the thesis contributes to a common
goal?


How to Start a Dissertation Introduction 


Although the introduction takes place at the beginning of your dissertation, it does not
have to be the first thing you write - in fact, this is often the very last part that needs to
be completed (along with the abstract). 


A good idea to write a draft of your entry at the beginning of the study. But you should
review your introduction throughout the entire dissertation writing process to ensure
that it fits with the content of your chapters. 


For effective administration, be sure to include all of the following elements:


• Topic and context


Start by introducing your topic and providing the necessary information. It is important
to cause interest - seek to show why the topic is relevant or important. 


Example topic 


Young people’s attitudes to climate change. 


Example context 


Recent news stories about the children’s climate strike, and the increasing importance of
youth engagement with climate politics. 



• Focus and scope 


After a brief introduction to your general area of interest, narrow the focus and
determine the scope of your research. 



For example:

 

• What geographical area are you investigating?

• What time period does your research cover?

• What demographics or communities are you researching?


Example focus 


British teenagers’ engagement with UK climate policy. 


Example scope 


The knowledge, concerns, perceptions and actions of London high school students
towards the current UK government’s climate policies.




• Relevance and importance


Give a brief overview of the current state of research, citing the most current literature
and indicating how your research will help solve the problem. You will conduct a more
in-depth review of relevant sources in a section or chapter of a literature review. 

Explain how your dissertation: 


• Helps solve a practical or theoretical problem 

• Builds on existing research 

• Proposes a new understanding of the topic


Example relevance and importance


Young people will determine the future of climate policy, so it is important to gain an
indepth understanding of their engagement with this issue. While there has been
previous research on British youth attitudes to climate change, none has focused
specifically on how they engage with current UK climate policy. Furthermore, as the
youth politics of climate change has been particularly prominent in the past year, it is
important to build on previous work and expand scholarly knowledge of this
contemporary phenomenon. 


• Questions and objectives 



This is one of the most important parts of your application - it defines the expectations
of the rest of your dissertation. How you formulate your questions and research
objectives will depend on your discipline, topic and focus, but you should always clearly
state the main goal of your research. 



You can briefly mention the methods you used to answer your questions, but if you
include a separate chapter on the methodology, do not go into details. 



Example research question



How do high school students in London engage with the UK government’s policies on
climate change?  



Example objectives 



Collect and analyze quantitative data on students' level of knowledge, their concerns
and positive / negative perceptions of public policy 



Determine if high levels of concern are related to age, gender and social class. 



Conduct a qualitative study to better understand the attitudes, perceptions, and ways in
which students participate in solving this problem. 



• Overview of the structure 



To help the reader understand your dissertation, complete a review of its structure,
summarizing each chapter to clearly show how it contributes to achieving your main
goals. Usually one or two sentences should suffice to describe the content of each
chapter. 



So, what should dissertation introduction include: 



1. Subject and context is introduced

2. Orientation and scope of research identified

3. The relevance and importance of the research is demonstrated

4. The question (s) of the study are formulated

5. The specific objectives of the study

6. If appropriate, the conceptual framework is included and the hypotheses are
formulated. 


